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Ro c k  a r t  p r o v i d e s  a  g l i m p s e  i n t o  
t h e  e a r l i e s t  a r t i s t i c  e x p r e s s i o n s  
o f  h u m a n s  a c r o s s  t h e  g l o b e .  A r t  
g i v e s  v o i c e  t o  c u l t u r e ,  a  v o i c e  
t h a t  c a n  p e r s i s t  t h r o u g h  t i m e .  
A c r o s s  t h e  g l o b e  t h e  g e n e s i s  o f  
a r t i s t i c  e x p r e s s i o n  i s  r e c o r d e d  i n  
r o c k  a r t ,  p r o v i d i n g  a  d o o r w a y  i n t o  
h o w  t h e  e a r l i e s t  h u m a n s  s o u g h t  t o  
n a v i g a t e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  
p l a c e  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e s e  i m a g e s  
r e c o r d  t h e  v o i c e s  t h a t  s h a p e d  a n d  
i n f l u e n c e d  b u r g e o n i n g  c o s m o l o g i e s ,  
s o c i a l  n o r m s ,  a n d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  
n a t u re ,  l a y i n g  t h e  c u l t u ra l  fo u n d a t i o n  
fo r  g e n e ra t i o n s  t o  c o m e .
 
I n  t h e  S e r ra n í a  L a  L i n d o s a ,  i n  t h e  
C o l o m b i a n  A m a z o n ,  v i b ra n t  p a i n t i n g s  
c o ve r  ro c k  s h e l t e r s  w a l l s .  T h e  v i s u a l l y  
i m p re s s i ve  p a i n t e d  p a n e l s  d e p i c t  
h u m a n  f i g u re s ,  h u n t i n g  s c e n e s ,  
d a n c e s  a n d  c e re m o n i e s ,  h a n d p r i n t s ,  
p l a n t s ,  a b s t ra c t  g e o m e t r i c  d e s i g n s  
a n d  m u l t i p l e  a n i m a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  w h a t  
a p p e a r  t o  b e  e x t i n c t  I c e  A g e  a n i m a l s .  
A rc h a e o l o g i c a l  re s e a rc h  c o n d u c t e d  
b y  t h e  E R C  L a s t  J o u r n e y  p ro j e c t  h a s  
c o n f i r m e d  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  p a i n t i n g s  
t o  1 2 , 6 0 0  y e a r s  b e fo re  t h e  p re s e n t  
( B P )  a n d  re a c h  b a c k  t o  t h e  t i m e  o f  
c o n t a c t .  T h e  p a i n t i n g s  a re  t h e re fo re  
s o m e  o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  a r t i s t i c  
e x p re s s i o n s  o f  n a t i ve  A m a z o n i a n s  
a n d  h o l d  g re a t  p o t e n t i a l  fo r  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  e a r l y  h u m a n  
i n t e ra c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  a n d  
t h e  d e ve l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  u n i q u e  
A m a z o n i a n  c u l t u re s  a n d  w o r l d v i e w s .  
T h e  s p e c t a c u l a r  ro c k  a r t  h a s  
c a p t u re d  t h e  p u b l i c  i m a g i n a t i o n .
 
T h e  E R C  L a s t  J o u r n e y  p ro j e c t  w i t h i n  
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  C o l o m b i a n  
I n s t i t u t e  o f  A n t h ro p o l o g y  a n d  H i s t o r y  
( I C A N H ) ,  U n i ve r s i d a d  d e  A n t i o q u i a  
a n d  U n i ve r s i d a d  N a c i o n a l  d e  
C o l o m b i a  i s  h o s t i n g  a n  o n l i n e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s y m p o s i u m  o n  J u n e  
2 0 2 1  1 7 - 1 8 ,  b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  e x p e r t s  
f ro m  w o r l d w i d e  w i t h  m o d e r n  
A m a z o n i a n  a r t i s t s  t o  c o m p a re  t h e  
g l o b a l  e vo l u t i o n  a n d  d e ve l o p m e n t  o f  
h u m a n i t y  t h ro u g h  a r t i s t i c  e x p re s s i o n ,  
w i t h  a  t a r g e t e d  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a  
h i g h l y  v i s u a l  e d i t e d  vo l u m e ,  t i t l e d ,  
“ Vo i c e s  f ro m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g :  A  g l o b a l  
v i e w  o f  e a r l y  h u m a n  a r t ” .  

Matchday 1

Opening

June 17
2021

Early Rock
Art in the
Global Context

15:00 to 15:10 
Opening of the event 

15:10 to 5:30 
Introduction to
Early Human Art
and the ERC Last
Journey Project

Ro c k  a r t  r e p r e s e n t s  s o m e  o f  t h e  b e s t  
e v i d e n c e  f o r  h u m a n i t y ’ s  a r t i s t i c  d e e p  
h i s t o r y .  R o c k  a r t  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  a c r o s s  t h e  
w o r l d  f o r  a t  l e a s t  4 0 , 0 0 0  y e a r s .  I t  i n c l u d e s  a  
p l e t h o r a  o f  p a i n t i n g s ,  d r a w i n g s ,  s t e n c i l s ,  
p r i n t s  a n d  e n g r a v i n g s  m a d e  b y  a l l  p e o p l e s  
d i r e c t l y  o n t o  t h e  e a r t h ’ s  h a r d e r  s u r f a c e s .  
A u s t r a l i a  h a s  o n e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  g r e a t e s t  
r o c k  a r t  e s t a t e s :  A  v a s t  c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  
e s s e n t i a l  t o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w h y  h u m a n s  
m a k e  a r t .  T h i s  i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  
F i r s t  A u s t r a l i a n s  a n d  t h e i r  j o u r n e y  i n t o  
A u s t ra l i a .  A n d  i t  i s  a  re c o r d  o f  A b o r i g i n a l  
p e o p l e ’ s  c u l t u ra l  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e i r  
re s i l i e n c e ,  p e r s i s t e n c e  a n d  i n g e n u i t y  t h ro u g h  
t h e  m i l l e n n i a .  

R e s e a r c h e r s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  A b o r i g i n a l  p e o p l e  
i n  A u s t r a l i a ’ s  n o r t h w e s t  a r e  f o r g i n g  n e w  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  o f  t h i s  a m a z i n g  n a t i o n a l  
t r e a s u r e .  A n d  n e w  m a n a g e m e n t  r e g i m e s  i n  
I n d i g e n o u s  P r o t e c t e d  A r e a s  a n d  c o - m a n a g e d  
N a t i o n a l  P a r k s  a r e  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  p l a t f o r m s  
f o r  s u s t a i n a b l e  n e w  e c o n o m i e s  f o r  
A b o r i g i n a l  p e o p l e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  r o c k  a r t  
o n - c o u n t r y .  T h i s  t a l k  f o c u s e s  o n  s o m e  o f  t h e  
p a r t n e r s h i p s  b e t w e e n  A b o r i g i n a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  
a n d  re s e a rc h e r s  a t  t h e  C e n t re  f o r  R o c k  A r t  
Re s e a rc h  +  M a na g e m e n t ,  U WA ,  a n d  h i g h l i g h t s  
s o m e  o f  t he  m a g n i f i c e n t  ro c k  a r t  o f  Au s t ra l ia ’ s  
no r t hwe s t  w h i c h  i s  e na b l i n g  t he s e  new  
u n d e r s ta n d i n g s  a n d  e c o no m i c  o p p o r t u n i t ie s .

Si b e r ia  i s  ho m e  to  a  h u g e  n u m b e r  o f  ro c k  a r t  
i m a g e s .  In  o u r  p re s e n ta t io n ,  we  f i r s t  re v iew  t he  
c h ro no lo g i c a l  a n d  g e o g ra p h i c a l  d i ve r s i t y  o f  
S i b e r ia n  ro c k  a r t .  We  p a y  s p e c ia l  a t te n t io n  to  
t he  q u e s t io n  o f  t he  o r i g i n s  o f  t h i s  t ra d i t io n ,  
w h i c h  i s  s t i l l  no t  c le a r ,  b u t  t he  c o n t i n u o u s l y  
d i s c o ve r i n g  new  i m a g e s  a llow  u s  to  s u g g e s t  
t ha t  t he  o l d e s t  p e t ro g l y p h s  c o u l d  ha ve  b e e n  
c re a te d  a s  e a r l y  a s  i n  t he  P le i s to c e ne ,  i n  t he  
U p p e r  P a la e o l i t h i c .  Su b s e q u e n t  p re h i s to r i c  
p e r io d s  a re  c ha ra c te r i s e d  b y  a n  e ve n  g re a te r  
d i ve r s i t y  o f  ro c k  a r t .  I t  c o n c e r n s  b o t h  t he  
B ro n z e  A g e  ( I I I - I I  m i lle n n i u m  B C )  a n d  t he  I ro n  
A g e  ( I  m i lle n n i u m  B C ) ,  w he n  t he  e a r l y  no m a d i c  
c u l t u re  f lo u r i s he d  o n  t he  s te p p e s  o f  Eu ra s ia .  
T he  a r t  o f  t ho s e  Ea r l y  No m a d s  i s  c ha ra c te r i s e d  
b y  m a ny  d i s t i n c t i ve  fe a t u re s .  I m a g e s  o n  ro c k s  
we re  a l s o  c re a te d  i n  la te r  p e r io d s ,  a n d  i n  s o m e  
p la c e s  e ve n  i n  s t r i c t l y  h i s to r i c a l  t i m e s ;  a m o n g  
t he  la t te r  a re ,  fo r  e xa m p le ,  u n iq u e  i m a g e s  o f  
s ha m a n s .  T he  p ra c t i c e  o f  m a k i n g  i m a g e s  o n  
ro c k s  ha s  no t  s u r v i ve d  to  o u r  t i m e s .  T he  u n iq u e  
fe a t u re  o f  S i b e r ia n  ro c k  a r t  i s  howe ve r  t ha t  i n  
m o d e r n  t i m e s  i t  ha s  b e c o m e  a n  i n s p i ra t io n  fo r  a  
la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  c o n te m p o ra r y  a r t i s t s ;  o n  t he  
b a s i s  o f  t he i r  fa s c i na t io n  w i t h  p re h i s to r i c  a r t  a  
d i s t i n c t  a r t i s t i c  m o ve m e n t  ha s  e ve n  d e ve lo p e d ,  
k now n  a s  S i b e r ia n  Ne o a rc ha i c .  So m e  a r t i s t s  
d ra w  o n  t he s e  a n c ie n t  a r t  fo r m s  s e a rc h i n g  fo r  
a e s t he t i c  a n d  c o n c e p t u a l  i n s p i ra t io n s ,  o t he r s  
s e e  i n  a n c ie n t  a r t  s y m b o l s  t he  s i g n s  o f  t he i r  
c u l t u ra l  i d e n t i t y.  In  o u r  p re s e n ta t io n ,  t he re fo re ,  
we  o �e r  a  b r ie f  b u t  c o m p le x  o ve r v iew  o f  t he  
" t ra d i t io n "  o f  S i b e r ia n  ro c k  a r t ,  f ro m  i t s  o r i g i n s  
to  i t s  c o n te m p o ra r y  re v i ta l i s a t io n .

The hunter-gatherer  rock art  of  South Africa ’s  
Drakensberg mountains is  both beautiful  and 
d etai led.  The d etai l  of  the art  combined with 
insights from ethnographic sources has allowed 
consid erable und erstanding of  the symbol ism of  
the art .  Recent work on paint  composit ion has led 
to a series of  radiocarbon d ates for  the art  in  the 
region that helps place it  within its  h istorical  
context and suggests further ins ights into its  
production.  This  presentation gives an overview 
of  the Drakensberg rock art ,  i ts  interpretation 
and its  meaning.

Nicolás Loaiza Díaz
(Director of  the ICANH)

José Iriarte
(Exeter University)

Conferences

15:30 to 15:55
Visions from the Beginning:
Evidence for Australia’s
Earliest Art Production
Jo McDonald
(University  of  Western Australia,  Australia)
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Ro c k  a r t  i s  a  u n i ve r s a l  p h e n o m e n o n  t h a t  
appears with the emergence of Homo Sapiens  in 
the five continents, as a reflection of our 
intellectual capacity to represent the surrounding 
reality, our symbolic thought and abstraction 
ability. And in  the European continent ,  i t  appears 
from the Urals  to the Iberian Peninsula.  A m o n g  
a l l  t h e  ro c k  a r t  s i t e s  t h a t  w e  k n o w  n o w a d a y s ,  
A l t a m i ra  h i g h l i g h t s  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  
s p e c t a c u l a r  e xa m p l e s  a l l  o ve r  t h e  w o r l d ;  i t  
ha s  b e c o m e  a  s y m b o l  o f  p re h i s to r i c  c a ve  a r t  
because of the magnificence of its art. The 
circumstances of its discovery also contributed to 
this mythologizing of Altamira. In this presentation, 
I provide a summary of the rock art of Altamira cave.
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15:55 to 16:20 
Rock Art in Siberia:
Prehistoric and
Modern Artists 

( Fa c u lt y  o f  A rc h a e o lo g y,
A da m  M i c k iew i c z  U n i ve r s i t y
i n  P o z n a ń ,  P o la n d )

Andrzej  Rozwadowski

(Institute of  Archaeology Russian,
Academy of  Sciences,  Moscow;
Tomskaya Pisanitsa Museum, Russia)

Elena A.  Miklashevich 

Interval
16:30 to 16:55

South African Hunter-Gatherer
Rock Art: A Record of

Hunter-Gatherer World View

David Pearce
(Rock Art  Research Institute,

University  of  the Witwatersrand,
Johannesburgo,  South Africa)

16:55 to 17:20

Altamira and the European Paleolithic Art,
the First Art of the Humanity 

Pilar  Fatás Monforte
(Director of  the National  Museum

and Research Center of  Altamira,  Spain)

17:20 to 17:45
Elena Valera

Contemporary Amazonian Artist

17:45 to 18:15
Jamie Hampson

(University  of  Exeter ,  UK)
Discussant

18:15 to 19:00
Questions and answers session

16:20 to 16:30



Ro c k  a r t  h a s  p l a y e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  ro l e  i n  
P l e i s t o c e n e  a rc h a e o l o g y.  D e p i c t i o n s  o f  
megafauna have accompanied the earliest 
archaeological contexts across all of the continents, 
revealing a fundamental interrelationship between 
early humans and megafauna during the global 
human expansion as unfamiliar landscapes were 
humanised and identities built into new territories. 
However, the identification of extinct megafauna 
from rock art has b e e n  a  c o n te n t io u s  i s s u e .  In  
t h i s  p a p e r ,  we  e xa m i ne  p o te n t ia l  m e g a fa u na  
d e p i c t io n s  i n  t he  ro c k  a r t  o f  Serranía d e La 
Lind osa,  Colombia that includ es giant sloth,  a 
gomphothe re ,  a  c a m e l i d ,  ho r s e s ,  a n d  t h re e - to e d  
u n g u la te s  w i t h  t r u n k s .  We  conclude that there 
are sound grounds to consider them Ice Age rock 
art based on i)  the naturalistic appearance and 
diagnostic morphological features of the animal 
images, i i )  t h e  l a t e  P l e i s t o c e n e  a rc ha e o lo g i c a l  
d a te s  from La Lindosa confirming the 
contemporaneity of humans and megafauna, iii) the 
recovery of ochre pigments in late Pleistocene 
archaeological strata, iv) the presence of megafauna 
identified in the region during the late Pleistocene as 
attested by palaeontological records, and v) the 
widespread depiction of extinct megafauna in rock 
art across the Americas. Our findings contribute to 
the emerging picture of considerable geographical 
and stylistic variation of geometric and figurative 
rock art from early human occupations across 
South America. Lastly, we discuss the implications 
of our findings for understanding the early human 
history of South America.

Ba s e d  o n  f i e l d w o r k  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  2 0 1 1  i n  t h e  
S e r ra n i a  d e  L a  L i n d o s a  ( C o l o m b i a n  A m a z o n ) ,  
p i c t o r i a l  re p re s e n t a t i o n s  o f  e n t i t i e s  fo re i g n  
t o  t h e  A m a z o n i a n  e n v i ro n m e n t  w e re  d e t e c t e d ,  
w h o s e  p ro b a b l e  s i m u l t a n e i t y  c o u l d  b e  
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  e n t r y  o f  E u ro p e a n  a g e n t s  
i n t o  t h e  re g i o n  f ro m  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  t h i r d  
d e c a d e  o f  t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y.  S i n c e  2 0 1 3 ,  w e  h a d  
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  re p o r t s  a n d  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  o f  
P h i l i p p  vo n  H u t t e n ,  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  i m p e r i a l  
t ro o p  c o m m a n d e d  b y  G e o r g e  H o h e m u t h  vo n  
S p e y e r  ( 1 5 3 5 - 1 5 3 8 ) .  T h e s e  t e x t s  d e t a i l ,  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  u s e  o f  w a r  d o g s  a s  a  w e a p o n  
a n d  a n  e l e m e n t  o f  t o r t u re  a n d  t e r ro r .  A  s w o r d ,  
fo u r  c a t t l e ,  fo u r  e q u i d s ,  fo r t y  w a r  d o g s  a n d  
s e ve ra l  s c e n e s  o f  h a ra s s m e n t  b y  d o g s  a re  
d e p i c t e d  i n  t h e  p i c t o g ra p h s  o f  L a  L i n d o s a .
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Th e  S e r r a n í a  d e  C h i r i b i q u e t e  ( S C H ) ,  
S e r r a n í a  d e  L a  L i n d o s a  ( S L L )  a n d  S i e r r a  d e  
L a  M a c a r e n a  ( S L M ) ,  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  A m a z o n  
a n d  O r i n o c o  b a s i n  ( G u i a n a  S h i e l d ,  C o l o m b i a ) ,  
p re s e n t  a  s e r i e s  o f  c u l t u ra l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  ro c k  a r t  w i t h  a  c h ro n o l o g i c a l  
a n d  s t ra t i g ra p h i c  f ra m e w o r k  re l a t e d  t o  t h e  
e n d  o f  t h e  P l e i s t o c e n e ,  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  
H o l o c e n e  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  u s e  o f  t h e  r i t u a l  u s e  
o f  p a l a e o a r t  u n t i l  t h e  p re s e n t  d a y.  A  u n i q u e  
c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  m a k e s  t h e s e  s i t e s  u n i q u e  i n  
t h e  w o r l d .  O v e r a l l ,  t h e  p i c t o g r a p h s  p r e s e n t  
i n  t h e s e  t h r e e  f o r m a t i o n s  s h o w  g r e a t  
b i o d i v e r s i t y ,  b o t h  e x t i n c t  a n d  p r e s e n t ,  w h e r e  
S C H  s t a n d s  o u t  f o r  a  v e r y  d i v e r s e  r o c k  a r t  
re p re s e n t a t i o n .  In  total,  f ive classes of 
vertebrates alone are recognised: mammals (12 
orders, 20 families and more than 35 
m o r p h o t y p e s / m o r p h o s p e c i e s ) ;  b i r d s  ( 6 ,  6  a n d  
m o re  t h a n  7  m / m ) ;  re p t i l e s  ( 4 ,  5  s p e c i e s  a n d  
m o re  t h a n  8  m / m ) ;  a m p h i b i a n s  ( 1 ,  1  a n d  
s e ve ra l  m / m )  a n d  f i na ll y  f i s h ,  t he  m o s t  d i ve r s e  
g ro u p  ( 5 ,  9  a n d  a t  le a s t  6 5  m / m ) .  Of  t h i s  
d i ve r s i t y  o f  ve r te b ra te s ,  a t  le a s t  8  o rd e r s  a n d  8  
fa m i l ie s  ha ve  fa u na l  e le m e n t s  ( m e g a fa u na )  t ha t  
a re  now  e x t i n c t :  T he r i i fo r m e s  ( Gl y p to d o n t i d a e : 1  
genus); Pilosa (Megatheriidae: 1); Carnivora (Felidae: 
1); Perissodactyla (Equidae: 2);  Artiodactyla 
(Camelidae:1); R o d e n t i a  ( H y d r o c h e r i d a e : 1 ) ;  
No t u n g u la ta  ( To xo d o n t i d a e :  1 )  a n d  P ro b o s c i d e a  
( Go m p ho te r i i d a e :  1 ) .  T he  p i c to g ra p h s  s how  t he  
e x t i n c t io n  o f  s p e c ie s  a t  t he  e n d  o f  t he  
P le i s to c e ne  a n d  t he  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t he  Ho lo c e ne  
a n d  t he  c o e x i s te n c e  o f  h u m a n s  w i t h  t he s e  
s p e c ie s  i n  b o t h  p e r io d s ;  t he  c o e x i s te n c e  o f  
c u r re n t  a n d  e x t i n c t  s p e c ie s ;  a  h i g h  d i ve r s i t y  o f  
c u r re n t  s p e c ie s  i n  t he  t h re e  h i l l  c ha i n s  a n d  t he  
reduction of the current geographical distribution 
area of some of them. The amazing pictorial,  
archaeological and cultural manifestations o f  
C h i r i b iq u e te  s how  a  ve r y  ho m o g e ne o u s  s e t  o f  
i c o n s  a n d  a rc he t y p e s  t ha t  d e f i ne  a  c u l t u ra l  
t ra d i t io n ,  p o s s i b l y  d a t i n g  b a c k  m o re  t ha n  
2 0, 0 0 0  y e a r s  b e fo re  p re s e n t ,  a n d  t he  s i te  ha s  
b e e n  re u s e d  fo r  c e re m o n ia l  p u r p o s e s  u p  to  t he  
p re s e n t  d a y.   
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Mo n t e  A l e g re ,  a  m u n i c i p a l i t y  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
l o w e r  A m a z o n  re g i o n ,  h a s  b e e n  k n o w n  s i n c e  
t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  fo r  t h e  c a ve  p a i n t i n g s  i n  t h e  
re g i o n ' s  h i l l s .  I n  1 9 9 6 ,  A n n a  Ro o s e ve l t  a n d  
c o l l a b o ra t o r s  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  re s u l t s  o f  t h e  
e x c a va t i o n  c a r r i e d  o u t  a t  t h e  C a ve r n a  d a  
P e d ra  P i n t a d a  s i t e  a n d  re ve a l e d  ve r y  a n c i e n t  
d a t e s  fo r  t h e  h u m a n  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h i s  c a ve  
— 1 1 , 2 0 0  y e a r s  B .  P. —  w h i c h  w e re  i n d i re c t l y  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  c a ve  p a i n t i n g s .  I n  2 0 1 4 ,  a  
n e w  e x c a va t i o n  w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t  a t  t h i s  s i t e  b y  
re s e a rc h e r s  f ro m  t h e  E m i l i o  G o e l d i  M u s e u m  
a n d  t h e  Fe d e ra l  U n i ve r s i t y  o f  We s t e r n  P a r á ,  
re ve a l i n g  new  d a ta  fo r  t he  u n d e r s ta n d i n g  o f  t he  
o c c u p a t io n  p ro c e s s  o f  t he  s i te ,  c ha ra c te r i s t i c s  
o f  t he  a rc ha e o lo g i c a l  m a te r ia l  a n d  c h ro no lo g y  
o f  t he  s i te .  T he  d e ta i le d  c o n t ro l  o f  t he  sequ ence 
of  d eposit ion of  various archaeological  remains 
s u c h  a s  he a r t h s ,  p ie c e s  w i t h  t ra c e s  o f  
p i g m e n t s ,  d y e  s t i c k s  a n d  s o m e  m a r k s  o n  t he  
p a i n te d  wa ll s  ha ve  b e e n  u s e d  i n  a n  i n i t ia l  
a t te m p t  to  p ro p o s e  m o m e n t s  o f  g ra p h i c  
a c t i v i t ie s .  T he  re c o rd i n g  a n d  c la s s i f i c a t io n  o f  
re g io na l  ro c k  a r t  a c c u m u la te d  o ve r  m o re  t ha n  
t wo  d e c a d e s ,  to g e t he r  w i t h  t he s e  new  d a ta  a n d  
some stylistic analyses of rock motifs and 
decorative motifs on ceramics from the region, 
have allowed a new proposal for contextualisation, 
with the possibil ity of understanding di�erent 
moments of these graphic manifestations.
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The  a rc ha e o lo g i c a l  s i te s  ne a r  M o n te  Ale g re ,  
a lo n g  B ra z i l ' s  lowe r  A m a z o n  Ri ve r ,  p ro v i d e  new  
i n fo r m a t io n  o n  t he  l i t t le - k now n  a c t i v i t ie s  a n d  
s y m b o l i s m  o f  So u t h  A m e r i c a n  P a le o i n d ia n s  
towa rd  t he  e n d  o f  t he  Ic e  A g e .  Ea r l y  s e t t le r s  o f  
M o n te  Ale g re  p a i n te d  ro c k  a r t  o n  t he  
la n d s c a p e ,  w h i c h  b e a r s  a  re c o rd  o f  t he  s u n ' s  
ho r i z o n  p o s i t io n s  t h ro u g ho u t  t he  y e a r .  At  j u s t  
2 °  s o u t h  o f  t he  e q u a to r ,  M o n te  Ale g re  s how s  no  
o ve r t  s e a s o na l  c ha n g e s  b e y o n d  f l u c t u a t i n g  
ra i n fa ll  a m o u n t s ,  u n l i ke  a t  h i g he r  la t i t u d e s  
w he re  te m p e ra t u re ,  a m o u n t  o f  d a y l i g h t ,  
fo l ia g e ,  a n d  fo r m s  o f  p re c i p i ta t io n  m a r ke d l y  
c ha n g e .  Ne a r  t he  e q u a to r ,  s o la r  a n d  s te lla r  
ho r i z o n  s i g h t i n g s  m o s t  v i s i b l y  t ra c k  t he  
p a s s a g e  o f  t i m e  a n d  s e a s o na l  c y c le s .  Howe ve r ,  
ho r i z o n s  a re  o f te n  h i d d e n  b e h i n d  h i g h  fo re s t  
c a no p y  t h ro u g ho u t  m u c h  o f  t he  A m a z o n  
ra i n fo re s t ;  b u t  i n  t he  M o n te  Ale g re  h i l l  r i d g e s  
lo o m i n g  a b o ve  t he  r i ve r ,  P a le o i n d ia n s  c o u l d  
h i ke  a b o ve  t he  c a no p y  to  p e e r  a t  t he  ho r i z o n ,  
m o re  e �e c t i ve l y  s y n c h ro n i z i n g  t he i r  a c t i v i t ie s  
to  e c o lo g i c a l  c y c le s .  T h i s  re s e a rc h  s u g g e s t s  
t ha t  M o n te  Ale g re  P a le o i n d ia n s  d e l i m i te d  t he  
a z i m u t ha l  ra n g e  o f  t he  s u n  i n  a  s o la r  y e a r  w i t h  
no ta t io na l  p i c to g ra p h s  a l i g ne d  to  ho r i z o n  
s i g h t i n g s  a t  P a ne l  d o  P i l ã o ,  a n d  le a v i n g  a  
p a i n te d  g r i d  o f  ta ll y  m a r k s  t ha t  m i g h t  ha ve  
s e r ve d  a s  a  r u d i m e n ta r y  e a r l y  c a le n d a r .  T he  
b ro a d - re a c h i n g  i m p l i c a t io n  fo r  e a r l y  A m e r i c a n s  
i s  t ha t  t h ro u g h  t he  s t ra te g i c  p la c e m e n t  o f  ro c k  
a r t ,  t he s e  a n c ie n t  a r t i s t s  fo s te re d  p re d i c t i ve  
a rc ha e o - re c o rd i n g  f ro m  w h i c h  re s o u rc e s  c o u l d  
b e  o p t i m a ll y  e x t ra c te d ,  c e re m o n ia l  a c t i v i t ie s  
could be consistently  scheduled,  and gatherings 
for  social  and e c o no m i c  e x c ha n g e  c o u l d  b e  
m o re  e � c ie n t l y  c o o rd i na te d .
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Hu n d r e d s  o f  r o c k  a r t  s i t e s  a r e  k n o w n  i n  
t h e  s t a t e  o f  M i n a s  G e r a i s .  T h e  r e s e a r c h  
c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  l o c a l  r e s e a r c h e r s  w a s  m a i n l y  
a i m e d  a t  d e f i n i n g  a  c h r o n o - s t y l e  b a s e d  o n  
e x c a v a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  
s u p p o r t s .  I t  w a s  t h u s  p o s s i b l e  t o  s h o w  t h e  
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  i n  t h e  t h e m e s  a n d  f o r m s  o f  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  r e g i o n s  o v e r  
t h e  m i l l e n n i a .  S o m e  s t y l e s  a r e  r e g i o n a l  o r  
l o c a l ,  w h i l e  s o m e  t h e m a t i c  t r a d i t i o n s  
e x t e n d  o v e r  h u n d r e d s  o f  k i l o m e t r e s ,  
p r e s e n t i n g  d i s t i n c t  r e g i o n a l  f a c e t s .  T h e  
p a n e l s  s h o w  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  t h e  
v a r i o u s  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  p a i n t e r s  a n d  
e n g r a v e r s  h a d  w i t h  p r e v i o u s  g r a p h e m e s  
( re s p e c t ,  i n t e g ra t i o n ,  d e s t r u c t i o n  o r  o ve r l a y )  
a n d  t h e i r  p r e f e r e n c e s  f o r  d i s t i n c t  r o c k  
s u p p o r t s .  Su r v i v i n g  i n d i g e no u s  g ro u p s  m a i n ta i n  
d e e p  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  r o c k  p a i n t i n g s  
n e a r  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  R i o  
D o c e  va l l e y.  
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In  t h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w e  l i n k  t h e  e a r l y  
r o c k  a r t  o f  A r g e n t i n a  w i t h  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  
p a t t e r n s  p r o p o s e d  f o r  t h i s  S o u t h  A m e r i c a n  
r e g i o n .  W i t h i n  t h i s  f r a m e w o r k ,  w e  i d e n t i f y  
p r a c t i c e s  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  a c t o r s  
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  u s e ,  t h e  
s e l e c t i o n  o f  s i t e s  f o r  p a i n t i n g  a n d  
e n g r a v i n g ,  a n d  h u m a n  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  
p r e v i o u s  i m a g e s .  T h i s  n a r r a t i v e  t h r o u g h  t h e  
i m a g e s  c o m p r i s e s  a n  e x t e n s i v e  s e q u e n c e  o f  
h u m a n  o c c u p a t i o n  t h a t  b e g i n s  w i t h  t h e  
e x p l o r a t o r y  a n d  i n i t i a l  c o l o n i z a t i o n  s t a g e s  
i n  u n k n o w n  e n v i r o n m e n t s  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
c o n e ,  i . e .  a  t i m e  s p a n  b e t w e e n  1 3 , 0 0 0  a n d  
9 0 0 0  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  p r e s e n t .  D u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t s  w e r e  v e r y  d i � e r e n t  
f r o m  t h e  p r e s e n t  o n e s  a n d  w e r e  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  f a u n a s  a n d  f l o r a s  t h a t  
l a t e r  b e c a m e  e x t i n c t  o r  d i s a p p e a r e d  i n  
t h e s e  d i � e r e n t  r e g i o n s .  A l s o  i n  t h e  
m o u n t a i n o u s  a r e a s ,  g l a c i e r s  w e r e  m o r e  
e x t e n s i v e  t h a n  t o d a y  a n d  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  
o f  w a t e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  s e m i - d e s e r t  
e n v i r o n m e n t s ,  w a s  m u c h  g r e a t e r .  T h e s e  n e w  
e n v i r o n m e n t s  a n d  t h e i r  r e s o u r c e s  
g e n e r a t e d  a  s i n g u l a r  d i a l e c t i c  b e t w e e n  
a r t i s t s  a n d  p l a c e s .  T h i s  i s  m a t e r i a l i z e d  i n  
p a r t  w i t h  t h e  i m a g e s ,  b o t h  e n g r a v e d  a n d  
p a i n t e d  i n  c a v e s  a n d  r o c k  s h e l t e r s .  F o r  
t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  e a r l y  r o c k  a r t  c o n t e x t s  
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  d o c u m e n t e d  b y  d i � e r e n t  
t e a m s  a s  p a r t  o f  l o n g - s t a n d i n g  r e g i o n a l  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  A r g e n t i n a  
a r e  p r e s e n t e d .  T h e s e  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
P u n a  d e  J u j u y  ( n o r t h w e s t e r n  A r g e n t i n a ) ,  t h e  
D e s e a d o  M a s s i f  a n d  t h e  P i n t u ra s  R i ve r  ( b o t h  
i n  S a n t a  C r u z ,  S o u t h e r n  P a t a g o n i a ) .  B o t h  
r e g i o n s  a r e  a l m o s t  3 0 0 0  k m  a w a y  f r o m  e a c h  
o t h e r ,  s o  f r o m  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  
d i s t a n t  s e c t o r s  w e  p r o p o s e  t h a t  t h e  
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  r o c k  a r t  b e g i n s  i n  t h e  
P l e i s t o c e n e / H o l o c e n e  t r a n s i t i o n  w i t h  a  v e r y  
w e a k  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i g n a l .  D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  
H o l o c e n e ,  a re a s  w i t h  d i �e re n t  s t y l e s  b e g a n  t o  
b e  v i s u a l i z e d ,  p o s s i b l y  l i n ke d  t o  a  d e e p  
k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  h u m a n i z e d  l a n d s c a p e  a n d  
c o n ve r t e d  i n t o  t e r r i t o r y.  We  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
d i s c u s s  t h e  ro l e  o f  g e o m e t r i c  a r t ,  h u n t i n g  
s c e n e s  a n d  h a n d  s t e n c i l s  i n  t h e  i n t e ra c t i o n s  
b e t w e e n  d i s p e r s e d  h u n t e r - g a t h e r e r  g r o u p s .  
A l t h o u g h  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  o v e r  t i m e  a r e  
r e c o r d e d ,  t h e r e  i s  a  s t r o n g  e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e  
m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t r a d i t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  
r e p l i c a t i o n ,  r e p a i n t i n g  a n d  r e c y c l i n g  o f  
i m a g e s .  T h i s  f a c t  p o i n t s  t o  a  p e r m a n e n t  
d i a l o g u e  w i t h  t h e  a b o v e  i n  o r d e r  t o  
p r e s e r v e ,  r e w o r k  a n d  u p d a t e  t h e  s o c i a l  
m e m o r y  o f  t h e  l a n d s c a p e s .  
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Rock art and
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of the Americas

Ice Age Megafauna
Rock Art in

the Colombian Amazon?
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European Presence in
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A Tradition of Terminal 
pleistocene Astronomical
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Rock Art from the State of Minas
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the Stones and the History of the
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17:10 to 17:30
Voices from the Southern Cone...
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(Universidad Nacional de Colombia)
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Paleo Rock Art in Amazonia and Orinoquia
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Reconstruction of Biodiversity through Rock
Art and Extinct and Present-day Archaeofauna

Carlos Castaño-Uribe
(Fundación Herencia Ambiental ,  Colombia)
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(Investigación de Recursos Biológicos Alexander
von Humboldt ,  Colombia) 

Edith Pereira
(Museo Paranaense Emil io Goeldi ,  Brazil)
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(University  of  I ll inois  at  Chicago,  US)
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(Investigaciones Arqueológicas y  Paleontológicas del  
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Claide Moraes
(Universidade Federal  do Oeste do Pará,  Brazil)

Denilson Baniwa
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