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Module 4 Provisional Outline of Scope  

Vaccines and therapeutics  
This module will consider and make recommendations on a range of issues relating to the 

development of Covid-19 vaccines and the implementation of the vaccine rollout programme 

in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. Issues relating to the treatment of 

Covid19 through both existing and new medications will be examined in parallel. There will 

be a focus on lessons learned and preparedness for the next pandemic.  

Thematic issues relating to unequal vaccine uptake will be examined, to include the 

identification of groups which were the subject of unequal uptake, potential causes of such 

unequal uptake and the Government response.  

The module will address issues of recent public concern relating to vaccine safety and the 

current system for financial redress under the UK Vaccine Damage Payment Scheme.  

In particular, this module will examine:  

1. The development, procurement, manufacture and approval of vaccines during the 

pandemic, including the effectiveness of UK-wide decision-making, in particular, the 

role of the UK Vaccine Taskforce. What lessons can we learn from innovative 

practices that were successfully introduced during the pandemic for future pandemic 

preparedness?  

2. The development, trials and steps taken to enable the use of new therapeutics and 

repurposed medications during the pandemic.  

3. Vaccine delivery in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland, including roll-out 

procedures such as: arrangements on the ground and public messaging; Joint 



Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation recommendations on eligibility / 

prioritisation and decisions taken by policy makers; the ethics of prioritisation  

decisions and impact on particular groups such as those with comorbidities. Vaccine 

as a Condition of Deployment, in particular its effectiveness in limiting transmission 

and impact on vaccine hesitancy.  

4. Barriers to vaccine uptake, including vaccine confidence and access issues and the 

effectiveness, timeliness and adequacy of Government planning for and response to 

inequalities relevant to vaccine uptake.  

5. Vaccine safety issues including post marketing surveillance, such as the Yellow Card 

monitoring and reporting system and a suggested correlation between Covid-19 

vaccines and cardiovascular issues.  

6. Whether any reforms to the UK Vaccine Damage Payment Scheme are necessary.   
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