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RAISE Partnership SIG: Enabling Partnership to Flourish during 

Challenging Times 

1:30-4:30pm, Thursday 9 September 2021 

Keynote speaker: Prof. Colin Bryson 

Colin worked in HE for more than 40 years in many roles and at several universities before retiring in 2020. 
For the latter half of that he practised and researched on student engagement and working in partnership. 
He particularly enjoyed working with amazing students and colleagues in Combined Honours in Newcastle. 
He co-founded RAISE in 2009. 
 

Part 1: Sector-level reflections on partnership (1:30-2:30pm) 

Format Title Presenter(s) 

Welcome  

Lydia Halls, Dr Ellis Saxey 
(London School of Economics 
and Political Science), Wendy 
Garner (University of Chester). 

Keynote 
Enabling Partnership to Flourish 
during Challenging Times 

Prof. Colin Bryson 

5-min lightning talk (live) 
Sabbatical Officers as Institutional 
Partners 

Bali Birch-Lee (London School of 
Economics and Political Science) 

5-min lightning talk (pre-
recorded) 

Valuing what matters as we move 
in the post-pandemic unknown 

Dr Kelly Matthews (University of 
Queensland) 

5-min lightning talk (live) 
A summary of practice in Scotland: 
successes from last year, and 
challenges for next year 

Simon Varwell (sparqs) 

10-min presentation (pre-
recorded) 

Co-creation and Partnership in an 
Online Context: the Development of 
New Training to Support Student 
Representatives and Build Capacity 
for Student Engagement in Ireland. 

Jeffrey Cox, Scott Green, Sarah 
Kelly, Clara McDonald & Chloe 
O’Neill (NStEP) 

10-min break & display of 
academic poster 

Realising students inclusive voice 
potential within a blended learning 
space during Covid-19. 

Anastasia Kennett, Dr Sean 
Bracken (University of 
Worcester) 

 

Part 2: Partnerships in the classroom (2:30-3:30pm) 

Format Title Presenter(s) 

5-min lightning talk (live) 

Conceptualising Curriculum 
Partnerships: An internal 
stakeholder approach to the co-
design and delivery of 
undergraduate business curriculum 
from an academics perspective 

Jayne Mothersdale (Leeds 
Beckett University) 

5-min lightning talk (live) 
Moving Student Observation of 
Teaching online: gains and losses 
from not being in the room 

Dr Tim Herrick (University of 
Sheffield) 
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5-min lightning talk (live) 
Approaches to student partnership 
in assessment 

Rob Lowney (Dublin City 
University) 

10-min presentation (live) 
The Connector Programme - co-
creation projects between students 
and staff 

Rhiannon Suchak, Michael Isaacs 
& Maddie Taylor (University of 
Sussex) 

10-min presentation (live) 

Student Quality Reviewers 
Programme Design Workshop - 
Collaborating to enhance 
programme development 

Sandra Lusk, Aimen Malik, 
Andrea Ko & Ayse Gur-Geden 
(University College London) 

10-min break & display of 
academic poster 

Coping with covid: a journey of 
partnership between staff and 
students 

Daniel Arnold (Newman 
University) 

 

Part 3: Partnerships and the wider student experience (3:30-4:30pm) 

Format Title Presenter(s) 

5-min lightning talk (live) 

Student Voice and Partnership in 
Collaborative Decision Making at 
The Open University During the 
Covid-19 Pandemic  

Sarah Jones, Dr Klaus-Dieter 
Rossade, Cinnomen McGuigan 
(The Open University) 

10-min presentation (pre-
recorded) 

How we created a staff-student 
mediation clinic in the middle of a 
global pandemic 

Dr Jane Bryan (University of 
Warwick), Emma McAndry 
(Essential Mediation Solutions) 

10-min presentation (live) 
#9K4WHAT? The voice of the 
actively disengaged 

Helen Kirby-Hawkins 
(Manchester Metropolitan 
University) 

10-min presentation (live) 
Developing an international 
student-centred education journal 

Prof. Si Poole, Wendy Garner 
(University of Chester) 

Reflections, thank you & close  
Lydia Halls, Dr Ellis Saxey, Dr 
Claire Gordon (London School of 
Economics and Political Science) 

 


