Musicians in Residence 2021-22
São Paulo, Brazil
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Indicative residency dates: 
Anytime between mid-February and April 2022 

About São Paulo
São Paulo is the capital of the surrounding state of São Paulo. With approximately 1.500 km² and 12 million inhabitants in the municipality plus 7 million inhabitants in its wider metropolitan area, it is the largest city in size and population in Brazil, the Western Hemisphere, and the Southern Hemisphere. It hosts a diverse community of immigrants from the Arab, Italian, and Japanese diasporas, besides other Latin American countries such as Bolivia. It is also the wealthiest city in Brazil and South America, with one of the largest GDPs in the world.

The economic development of São Paulo happened in the end of the 19th century when the city became the country's main producer and exporter of coffee internally and overseas. With the arrival of thousands of immigrants from Japan and Europe and a fast-paced industrialization process, by the 1930s São Paulo was already a metropolis with over 1 million inhabitants. Over the years the city has maintained its post as financial capital of the country. Currently, its main economic activities derive from the services industry. 

Over the last 20 years, the central areas of the city witnessed a decrease in its growth rate, whereas the suburbs and outskirts quickly and haphazardly expanded in occupation and population numbers, with little access to basic services and infrastructure, making São Paulo not only the Brazilian capital of finances and economy but also the country’s top-ranking city of social inequality. It is estimated that there is a 15-year difference between the life expectancy of people living in the wealthy central districts and the outskirts of the city. Today, that is a central feature São Paulo’s policy-making in all sectors of the city, including education, arts, culture and entertainment.

[image: ]

About the music and cultural landscape
São Paulo’s artistic and cultural birth is inextricably linked to the city’s economic boom in the beginning of the 20th century, financed by coffee exporters and wealthy immigrants. Modernism and other avant-garde artistic movements flourished in the hands of artists such as Heitor Villa-Lobos, Tarsila do Amaral, Mário de Andrade, Oswald de Andrade, Anita Malfatti, and more. In 1922 the Semana de Arte Moderna (“Modern Art Week”) took the Brazilian arts scene by storm and crowned São Paulo as the city of Modernism. 2022 marks its 100th anniversary, and it will certainly influence the artistic programming of all major cultural organizations in the city.

The major local landmarks in the city, when it comes to the cultural scene, are Sala São Paulo, Theatro Municipal, Theatro São Pedro, MASP, Pinacoteca, and the Auditório do Ibirapuera.

With the pandemic finally receding, the current cultural scene can be characterised as one of renaissance and resistance. Besides the anniversary of the Semana de Arte Moderna, the Museu da Língua Portuguesa (“Portuguese Language Museum”) and the Museu do Ipiranga are reopening after spending years closed due to a fire, in the first case, and renovations, in the second. On the other hand, the cultural sector has been facing major funding cuts in the past years. At federal level, the Bolsonaro administration not only cut the amount of funding destined toward tax deduction incentive laws, but openly criticised arts organisations displaying a retrograde ideological bias. There were also funding cuts at the State level and municipality level, pushing artists and arts organizations to start looking for other sources of funding outside of the government sector. 

At the same time, artists are demanding more diversity and representation in the arts and culture in the city. With social inequality being one of the biggest challenges in São Paulo, there are many districts in the city with no cultural options, with not one single library, museum, concert hall, etc. Artists and arts collectives are increasingly promoting cultural initiatives in their own communities and advocating for a modernization and broadening of São Paulo’s cultural policy.  
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About the host – Santa Marcelina Cultura 
Created in 2008, Santa Marcelina Cultura is a not for profit association that is responsible for overseeing public musical education programs in the city of São Paulo and wider metropolitan area through a public-private partnership with the State Secretariat for Culture and Creative Economy and the State Government of São Paulo. We manage the Guri na Capital e Grande São Paulo program, the Escola de Música do Estado de São Paulo – EMESP Tom Jobim, and Theatro São Pedro.

Guri aims at sociocultural inclusion through music education. Children from 6 years can take collective lessons in singing, musical instruments, music theory, ensemble practice, besides performing regularly with one of 10 Youth Ensembles. There are 44 Guri music teaching centers across the city of São Paulo and wider metropolitan area, most of them located in high vulnerability areas, reaching over 14 thousand students per year. The activities are accompanied by social assistants who are in constant contact with the students and their families, conducting activities such as workshops and roundtable talks open for students, families, and communities. 

EMESP Tom Jobim is pre-college level music conservatory with a highly qualified student body and an innovative educational project that every year offers hundreds of performances, workshops, and masterclasses to over 1300 students. Complementary to the lessons, EMESP has an artistic showcasing axis, investing in on-the-job learning and audience development: 6 Youth Groups that perform regularly in major stages in the State of São Paulo. All members of the Ensembles receive scholarships, so they are able to focus on their music development full-time. In 2018 we conducted a survey to determine de SROI – Social Return on Investment – of EMESP Tom Jobim, which concluded that for every R$ 1,00 invested in it, there is a return of R$ 3,27 in benefits to society.

Theatro São Pedro is an opera theatre from the early 20th Century that has been under Santa Marcelina Cultura’s management sincer 2017. Throughout its history, it has hosted names such as Eleazar de Carvalho, Isaac Karabtchevsky, and Flo Menezes. It is known for its diversity, presenting classics and renowned pieces together with little executed plays, and operas by Brazilian composers. Now, the Theatro enters a new phase, respecting its own history and looking out for current challenges in art, culture, and society.

All of this make up to a full cycle of musical training that is integrated to a project of sociocultural inclusion, in which practice and theory are interconnected, and in which art and society dialogue towards strengthening each other, that starts with musical initiation of children and reaches its peak with the training of artists who are ready to take positions of notoriety on performing stages, recording studios and conservatories worldwide.
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Preferred music creator profile
Santa Marcelina Cultura works with both classical music and popular music. At EMESP and Guri, we offer courses and manage Youth Performing Groups in both areas.
We are looking for a composer who is familiar with community orchestras, and who is willing to work with different profiles of musicians – children and teens with different levels of learning and professional musicians as well. Ideally the resident would be willing to also work with EMESP students and possibly offer masterclasses and workshops.
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