Musicians in Residence 2021-22
Alexandria, Egypt 
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Indicative residency dates:
Anytime between mid-February to April 2022

About Alexandria
Founded by Alexander the Great during the Hellenistic era, Alexandria soon became the Greco-Roman capital of Egypt. Dating back to 331 BC, the city was founded as a link between ancient Greece and the Nile, the river that for centuries had brought wealth into Egypt. Alexander believed the location would prove to be a stronghold for Greece, and the leader commissioned Dinocrates to design the layout of the new Hellenistic city. As well as Alexander the Great, the city is also synonymous with the beautiful Queen Cleopatra, the last Pharaoh and ruler of the Ptolemaic Dynasty. A beautiful and seductive ruler, her life story was one of drama and tragedy. 

Modern day Alexandria is a city that bustles with commerce and tourism, but the industry in no way detracts from its wondrous past. The city’s East Harbour is where much of ancient Alexandria was located, and to take a walk around the water’s edge is to walk back along thousands of years of history. 

With a total population over 5,000,000 Alexandria is the largest city on the Mediterranean – also called the “Bride of the Mediterranean” by locals. 
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About the music and cultural landscape
The underground scene in Egypt is a subculture that includes independent artists, a knowledgeable audience, supportive venues, gigs and festivals that present and promote music that is not subject to creative control. The scene embraces genres like rock, funk, jazz, hip-hop, trap presented through English and Arabic lyrics. Through instrumental and lyrical songs that tackle several issues in a broad palette of genres, the underground scene presents artistic diversity. 

Alexandria has always been able to form many talents (musicians, vocalists and producers). 

Alexandria is the pioneer in forming new music genres like “Mahraganat” which is classified as a pure Egyptian music genre that started back in 2007 in popular areas in Alexandria. A few years after that, Mahraganat became one of the most popular music genres in Egypt, some artists were even to make it internationally just one decade after it was first launched. 
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About the host – B’sarya
Located in Egypt’s north coast city of Alexandria, B’sarya is an art space aiming to contribute to the development of artists and the art scene in Egypt, with a focus primarily on supporting artists and exhibiting their art in the fields of visual art and music. 

B’sarya positions itself as a new stakeholder and a creativity hub in the Egyptian artistic scope, able to initiate and produce original and relevant projects in Alexandria, linked to other cities in Egypt and abroad, responding to relevant local and global issues.

Working in the artistic field, it is essential for us that our projects at B’sarya are firmly anchored at a local level, in Alexandria, responding to local issues and needs, but always in relation to other Egyptian cities and to the international artistic scene as well. Especially after the shutdown of numerous other local initiatives that made it more challenging for musicians to find a place to create, belong, as well as be heard.

In February 2019, we opened our space to the public, and today, we are privileged to have established and operate and independent art centre that provides arts training, offers spaces to emerging artists to perform/exhibit their work to the public, and holds arts events to engage the broader community. 

B’sarya’s guiding purpose is to contribute to the intellectual development of the contemporary art scene in Egypt, through providing arts training, supporting artists in the production process, promoting artists and artworks to the public audience, and engaging the wider community to broaden the reach out to new audiences, especially after the shutdown of numerous other local initiatives.

Located right in the heart of downtown Alexandria, the 900 m2 facility consists of two sound recording studios, two artists’ studios, a gallery hall where we hold visual arts exhibitions, film screenings, talks, and discussions, 6 residency rooms where we accommodate non-local artists, and a small terrace cafeteria. 

[image: A person singing into a microphone

Description automatically generated]

Previous music residencies: 
Itmahrag (2020) is a dance and music creation inspired by mahraganat culture. It is, the outcome of a 10-month residency that offered training to seven emerging Egyptian musicians and dancers who then collaborated with French composer François Cafenne and French choreographer Olivier Dubois in creating a dance piece and music album.

The French Touch is an annual music residency aimed at encouraging Franco-Egyptian music collaborations. The Institut français in Egypt partnered with B’sarya on the fifth edition of the residency (2021) that saw a collaboration between Egyptian musician and oud artist Mohamed Abozekry and FORM, an electronic-pop trio from the suburbs of Paris. 

Mafeesh (2021) is an experimental LP by Egyptian electronic music composer Ahmed Saleh, and Dutch percussionist Konstantyn Napolov. The LP is the result of a six-week music residency that was produced by B’sarya with the support of the Dutch Embassy in Egypt. 
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Preferred music creator profile 
B’sarya music residency space is typically for all musicians who are looking for a creative environment to work within. Our music portfolio is diverse, between electronic music, rap/hip-hop, mahraganat, jazz and pop music, hence we are open to all music genres. 
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