Musicians in Residence 2021-22
Yogyakarta, Indonesia
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Indicative residency dates:
14 February – 13 March 2022

About Yogyakarta 
Yogyakarta, or Jogja as it is affectionately known, refers to both the historical city in the heart of Javanese culture and Indonesia’s second-smallest province-level entity after Jakarta. It is located in central part of the island of Java, with land area of just 3,185.8 km2 situated between Mt. Merapi and the Indian Ocean, and a population of 3.689 million (or 1.43% of Indonesia’s total population). Surrounded by ancient heritage sites acknowledged by UNESCO such as Borobudur and Prambanan temples, Yogyakarta is Indonesia’s foremost artistic and cultural capital and remains to be a primary hub for education and tourism. It is also the only region headed by a monarchy (Yogyakarta Sultanate) in Indonesia.

Yogyakarta is significant both historically and in the present, as a place of influential contributions to socio-cultural reformation and is acknowledged as the country’s most vibrant centres of artistic creation and cultural development. It is home to an incredibly rich intangible culture inherited, both the traditional Javanese and the contemporary, along with over 100 institutions of higher education. The relaxed friendly environment, low cost of living, and access to a dynamic intellectual and artistic activities attracts citizens from all over the archipelago and internationally to visit, study, and/or reside.

Even though Yogyakarta is dominantly ‘Javanese’ culturally, it has one of the most plural communities in the country and is noted having one of the highest Human Development Index in Indonesia. Intuitive sensibilities are developed through experiential practice, and rational sensibilities stimulated by the intellectual communities - both encouraging to deepen self-discourse regarding human behaviour, relationships, consequences, and humanity. It’s not surprising if Yogyakarta hosts the most festivals in the country; since cultural and artistic practice, events, architecture and traditional activities are knitted in the living culture of Yogyakarta that colour the daily lives of its citizens.
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About the music and cultural landscape 
Yogyakarta’s dynamic and multi-faceted arts environment embodies the pioneering nature of the historical city. Preservation practice is not solely fixated in cultural arts heritage, but often integrated exploration, critical discourse, and innovation. Hearty intangible cultural heritage represented through tradition, living expressions, and practice inherited from antecedents are passed down to descendants. Arts practice becomes a vehicle of experience that provides the mechanisms to remember and stay connected with cultural roots as an important resource for innovation and advancement. Yogyakarta continues to be notable as an incubator that contributed important progressive movements in Indonesia’s post-colonial/modern and contemporary art history. 

Yogyakarta hosts multiple art scenes, making it quite difficult to describe as a whole since there are numerous art communities and collectives operating simultaneously. Cross-cultural, cross-disciplinary, experimentation, collaboration, and interdisciplinary exploration represents the drive of Jogja’s creative and artistic spirit. Every possible arts genre -from the performing arts, visual arts, multi-media, traditional to contemporary are explored by artists through the support of friendship and close-knit communities. It is probably one of the best places to experience how collectively has contributed to a conducive arts environment through formed relationships, which ultimately friendship is the currency. Therefore, enabling artists to experiment, articulate their ideas through artistic mediums, and present their works to the receptive public without any commercial burdens.  
Much of the creative energy springs from independent art organisations, artist run spaces, cultural cross-disciplinary organisations, and interdisciplinary collectives that have sprouted over the decades. Also, thanks to the cultural learning institutions spread throughout the city and suburbs, a diverse range of art forms and practices can be accessed and learnt. The abundance of multi and inter-disciplinary platforms in Yogyakarta, mostly generated and operated by artists, becomes an oasis to nurture an ideal scenario for new independent creative initiatives and the development opportunities of upcoming generations of artists, curators, and cultural managers of all creative disciplines. 

Key organisations investing in a sustainable creative environment includes: PSBK, Teater Garasi, Cemeti-Institute for Art and Society, Ruang MES 56, Forum Film Dokumenter, Indonesian Visual Art Archive (IVAA), Kunci Cultural Studies Center, Lifepatch, Laras: Studies of Music in Society, HONF Foundation, Redbase Foundation, Galeri Lorong, Art Music Today, Ace House Collective, Kedai Kebun Forum, and many more.

Yogyakarta has an active festival life. In addition to government-initiated festivals (managed by artists), there are numerous festivals initiated independently by artists created provide alternative creative platforms for Indonesian and international artists. In 2015, British Council Indonesia influenced a new festival association known as ‘jogjafesivals’ as an initiative to promote Yogyakarta as a ‘festival city’. Most notable festivals in the music field are Festival Gamelan Yogyakarta, Ngayogjazz, Tembi Music Festival, Yogyakarta Contemporary Music Festival, Jogja Blues Explosion, October Meeting, and many more that covers music genres such as keroncong, jazz, ska, hip-hop, rock, dangdut, campursari, pop, ballads, and so forth. New interesting platforms through collective projects continue to sprout such as Nurosonic Project which was launched in 2018 in Yogyakarta.

Additional references to music and cultural perspectives regarding Yogyakarta):

· Publication entitled: “Musical Worlds in Yogyakarta” (2012) by Max Richter
· Journal article entitled: “Nongkrong and Non-Productive Time in Yogyakarta’s Contemporary Arts” (Parse, Issue 4, Autumn 2016) by Sonja Dahl
· Journal article by researcher entitled: “Two Weeks With Yogyakarta’s Post-Alternative Art Scene: From Alternative Spaces to Alternative Families” by Mira Shah (Kunci-Ethnolab, 7 Jan 2016)
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About the host - Padepokan Seni Bagong Kussudiardja
Padepokan Seni Bagong Kussudiardja (PSBK) is a large studio complex that serves to continue the founder’s spirit as an art centre that contributes to the cultural enrichment of Indonesian society by shaping arts practice as an important learning resource. PSBK serves as a creative laboratory, gathering place, performance and exhibition space for artists from different disciplines. PSBK presents works of emerging artists, facilitates artistic investigation and professional development, and devises programmes that increase community engagement and networking with the arts.

Built and founded in 1978 by maestro Bagong Kussudiardja in the Bantul Regency of Yogyakarta, PSBK has become an important cultural landmark for its contribution to the development of artists, the art works, and social community. Bagong Kussudiardja wanted PSBK to have the ability to facilitate creative processes that allow individuals and communities to learn and create meaning through art.
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PSBK is dedicated to building audiences for the arts of all ages by consistently providing platforms to increase and enhance cultural participation and learning, by forging innovative arts presentations and interactions through performance events, exhibitions, film/multi-media presentations, and arts educational activities that is open and accessible to the public. PSBK also makes important investments in future generations of pioneering artists through artist-centred programmes. Outputs include residencies that strengthen professional development of artists and practitioners, creative collaborations, and commission of new work by emerging artists.

PSBK has a vast network of diverse communities from various sectors and are earnest in facilitating interconnectivity of with different communities. As an organisation that primarily facilitates, PSBK strive to connect artists and arts organisations who actively incorporates innovative artistic and creative learning streams in their work. PSBK has the physical capacity and technological infrastructure to support online dialogue and artistic exchange; creation of filmic outputs of performance work; and presentation of artistic work both on-site (art centre) and through virtual platforms. 
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Preferred music creator profile
This residency would be appropriate for a creator who is familiar with collaboration and interested in exploring ideas through and with music and sound. 

Suggested genre: electronic music. It is a genre that spreads like wildfire in this age. Internet and its culture support it. It is so adaptive and can absorb and redefine any music genre. Its production is also relatively affordable and simple, yet the quality is attainable.

With a UK music creator, we hope we can jointly develop a collaborative creative space(s) where honest dialogue between human beings can emerge. Collaboration and creative investigations can be made with other Indonesian musicians, artists from other creative disciplines (interdisciplinary), and even social communities. Experimentation and innovative engaging strategies are most welcome, especially if it supports inclusion.

At the core of any form of artistic exchange, is the cultural connectivity that nourishes our lives, professional objectives, and purpose. We value collaborations that genuinely matches shared missions and who are open to mutually discover, understand, and inspire. 
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“I always had the desire to plant the feeling of
responsibility to those who learn at the Padepokan, so
that they feel the need to serve society and humanity on
behalf of the arts or mediated by the arts. That’s the
aim of the Padepokan. Therefore, it is not a place to
produce artists.”

— Bagong Kussudiardja
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