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The OL Review and Repackaging Process

The PRE is starting a process to review and repackage the general operating licence conditions 
applicable to road based public transport services

The PRE is going to repackage/reconfigure 
OL conditions in a manner that:

a. Makes it easy to interpret, and 

b. Will allow authorized officers to exercise 
discretion rationally and in accordance 
with the appropriate legal prescripts, 
without compromising safety

Why?

The last comprehensive OL review by the PRE was in 2017

The OL Conditions are used across all provincial municipalities 
– need for certainty and clarity regarding the interpretation of 
OL conditions

The PRE has been informed that certain conditions imposed 
on OLs are not practical/plausible and are difficult to interpret 
and reconcile with other legal prescripts - making the 
management and enforcement of the public transport 
systems exceedingly difficult

How?
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How does this affect the OL Holder?

OL Holders will receive a new file and vehicle 
copy of the reviewed and repackaged 
Operating Licence Conditions

The new OL Conditions will be:

• clear;

• straightforward to interpret; and

• set out in a way that assists authorized officers
with the exercise of their discretion

Most importantly, it will result in a consolidated/uniform view within the Government on the 

intention of these conditions. 

The process will not change existing

permits or route authorities

OL Holders will still keep all their

current authorities
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Legislative Authority & Responsibilities of the PRE

The PRE has a legal mandate to monitor and oversee public transport in the Province - 
s24(1) of the NLTA

The PRE has the authority to impose OL conditions in terms of s57(5) of the NLTA and 
can grant OLs subject to any conditions determined by it

Reg 22 of the NLT Regs requires that the conditions imposed by the PRE be specified 
in the OL

OL Conditions are reviewable at any time ito s79(2)(b) of the NLTA
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Stakeholder Participation 

While the authority to impose conditions lies exclusively with the PRE, the PRE wants to 

encourage, promote and facilitate public and stakeholder consultation and 

participation as it is critical to the success of this important process. 

Stakeholders are therefore invited to submit comments on the revised and repackaged 

OL Conditions 



The Repackaged OL Conditions 
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OL Condition Review & Repackaging 

The PRE has arranged the information contained in OLs into the following categories:

1. (A). Authority Conferred by the OL;

2. (B). Important Information for the OL Holder;

3. (C). Conditions Stipulated by the Planning Authority based on its ITP; and 

4. (D). Conditions Imposed on this Operating Licence in terms of section 57(5) of the 

National Land Transport Act (Act No.5 of 2009).
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OL Condition Review & Repackaging 

A. Authority Conferred by the OL

• This section will set out the specific operating authorities 

that are conferred on the holder of the OL

• This will include, for e.g. the type of service, the authorised 

route, 

B. Important Information for the OL Holder

• This section will include information for the benefit of the OL 

holder and are not conditions that can trigger potential 

impoundment ito s87(1)

• This will include for e.g. extracts from the NRTA and NRT 

Regs which draws the attention of the OL Holder to the 

rules that s/he and/or the driver needs to comply with

 

The reconfigured OL Document will be divided into the following sections:

C. Conditions Stipulated by the Planning Authority based on 
its ITP 

• This section will include conditions proposed by the relevant 
planning authority/ies 

• It should be noted that any such proposed conditions must be 
limited to what is based on its ITP

D. Conditions Imposed on this Operating Licence in terms of 
section 57(5) of the National Land Transport Act (Act No.5 of 
2009)

• This section will contain conditions imposed by the PRE ito the 
authority granted to it by s57(5) of the NLTA

• Authorised officers who rely on these conditions to exercise his/her 
discretion to impound a minibus taxi may only do so if the vehicle is 
needed for evidence in the ensuing criminal investigation and 

prosecution 



Example of the new Operating Licence Conditions Format
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Solution: OL Condition Review

A. Authority Conferred by the 
OL

• This section will set out the 
specific operating authorities that 
are conferred on the holder of 
the OL

• This will include, for e.g. the type 
of service, the authorised route, 
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Solution: OL Condition Review

B. Important Information for the 
OL Holder

• This section will include 
information for the benefit of the 
OL holder and are not conditions 
that can trigger potential 
impoundment ito s87(1)

• This will include for e.g. extracts 
from the NRTA and NRT Regs 
which draws the attention of the 
OL Holder to the rules that s/he 
and/or the driver needs to 
comply with
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Solution: OL Condition Review
B. Important Information for the 
OL Holder (continued)

• This section will include 
information for the benefit of the 
OL holder and are not conditions 
that can trigger potential 
impoundment ito s87(1)

• This will include for e.g. extracts 
from the NRTA and NRT Regs 
which draws the attention of the 
OL Holder to the rules that s/he 
and/or the driver needs to 
comply with
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Solution: OL Condition Review

B. Important Information for the 
OL Holder (continued)

• This section will include 
information for the benefit of the 
OL holder and are not conditions 
that can trigger potential 
impoundment ito s87(1)

• This will include for e.g. extracts 
from the NRTA and NRT Regs 
which draws the attention of the 
OL Holder to the rules that s/he 
and/or the driver needs to 
comply with
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Solution: OL Condition Review

C. Conditions Stipulated by the
Planning Authority based on its
ITP

• This section will include conditions
proposed by the relevant
planning authority/ies

• It should be noted that any such
proposed conditions must be
limited to what is based on its ITP



© Western Cape Government 2012  |

Solution: OL Condition Review

D. Conditions Imposed on this 
Operating Licence in terms of 
section 57(5) of the National 
Land Transport Act (Act No.5 of 
2009)

• This section will contain conditions 
imposed by the PRE ito the 
authority granted to it by s57(5) of 
the NLTA

• Authorised officers who rely on 
these conditions to exercise 
his/her discretion to impound a 
minibus taxi may only do so if the 
vehicle is needed for evidence in 
the ensuing criminal investigation 
and prosecution

 



Thank You
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